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State doesn’t track 
its sex harass payouts 


Millions paid to settle claims, but 
there is no central tally of the cost 


BY MARJIE LUNDSTROM 
mlundstrom@sacbee.com 


eonard Johnson III 

came to the California 

Highway Patrol in De- 

cember 2011 as a data 
processing manager, scoring 95 
percent in his sexual harass- 
ment prevention training. 


What happened over the next 
three months eventually cost 
the state more than $600,000 
and abruptly ended the CHP 
career of a female office assist- 
ant. 

According to CHP and court 
documents, Johnson admitted 
that he sat in the lap of an office 
worker, Carmyn Fields, repeat- 
edly touched her hair and told 


her she could be his “work- 
wife.” 

“Is my butt bony? I’ve been 
told my butt is bony,” Johnson 
allegedly said while wiggling 
and “grinding” on Fields’ lap in 
early 2012, according to her 
sexual harassment lawsuit and 
an interview with The Bee. 

Johnson later told internal 
investigators that he had sat in 
Fields’ lap but downplayed its 
significance by noting he had 
“jumped up real fast” after 
doing so, CHP documents from 
2013 show. He wrote off much 


of his behavior to “joking 
around” and continued to touch 
Fields’ hair - he likened it to a 
Pantene commercial - even 
after a supervisor told him to 
stop, the documents state. 

In January - five years after 
he cleared his harassment pre- 
vention training - the state paid 
out $600,000 to settle Fields’ 
lawsuit, plus $115,000 in work- 
ers’ compensation. 

The legal case involving one 
of California’s premier law 
enforcement agencies reveals 
another dimension to the sexual 
harassment scandal that has 
engulfed the Capitol in recent 
weeks. Bolstered by the public 
repudiation of Hollywood film 
mogul Harvey Weinstein, wo- 
men and some men who work 
inside California’s liberal Legis- 
lature have poured forth to 
describe a culture of harass- 
ment, discrimination and sexual 
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HOUSTON HAILS ITS WORLD SERIES HEROES 


The Astros’ Jose Altuve, center, and teammates celebrate their World Series victory over the Dodgers during a rally and parade in Hous- 
ton on Friday, just months after the city was devastated by Hurricane Harvey. Thousands cheered the Astros as they traveled in fire- 
trucks and double-decker buses to City Hall, where owner Jim Crane joined manager A.J. Hinch, coaches and players. Altuve was greet- 
ed by chants of “MVP” when he was introduced - he could be voted the American League’s most valuable player. It was the first cham- 
pionship in the franchise’s 55-year history and the first for Houston since the Rockets won back-to-back NBA titles in 1994 and 1995. 


INSIGHT 


Mueller probe is a political time bomb 
that could detonate on GOP in 2018 


BY DAVID GOLDSTEIN 
dgoldstein@mcclatchydc.com 


WASHINGTON 

Republicans enter the new 
election cycle already carrying 
the weight of Sisyphus: Rarely 
does the party in power gain 
seats in midterm congressional 
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HIRING JUMPS 
AFTER STORMS 


U.S. employers added 
261,000 jobs in October 
in a bounce-back from 
the hurricanes that struck 
the Southeast. 10A 


elections. But in 2018, they have 


an additional burden to bear, as 


special counsel Robert Mueller’s 


investigation into whether Don- 
ald Trump’s team colluded with 
Russia drags into the campaign 
season. 

As the recent indictments of 
three Trump campaign aides, 
one of whom pleaded guilty, 
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foreshadow, Mueller’s expan- 
sive inquiry will put Republicans 
who have been supportive or at 
least tolerant of Trump’s beha- 
vior on the defensive as they try 
to win re-election and maintain 
control of Congress. 

“Certainly if we’re in a scena- 
rio where it’s totally consuming 
the news cycle, it will be very 


SPORTS 


BAFFERT AIMS 
FOR FOUR-PEAT 


Arrogate gives trainer 
Bob Baffert the chance to 
win today’s Breeders’ 
Cup Classic for the fourth 
consecutive year. 1C 


hard for Republicans to point to 
accomplishments,” said Kevin 
Madden, a Republican commu- 
nications strategist and top 
adviser to Mitt Romney, the 
party’s 2012 presidential nomi- 
nee. “You could have a very 
animated opposition that could 
help Democrats really energize 
their base to show up on Elec- 
tion Day.” 

John Weaver, the chief strate- 
gist for Ohio Gov. John Kasich’s 
unsuccessful fight against 
Trump last year to top the GOP 
ticket, offered a more lyrical 
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US report 
claims 
humans 
change the 
climate 


BY LISA FRIEDMAN 
New York Times 


WASHINGTON 

Directly contradicting 
much of the Trump adminis- 
tration’s position on climate 
change, 13 federal agencies 
unveiled an exhaustive scien- 
tific report Friday that says 
humans are the dominant 
cause of the global temper- 
ature rise that has occurred 
since the start of the 20th 
century, creating the warmest 
period in the history of civi- 
lization. 

Over the past 115 years, 
global average temperatures 
have increased 1.8 degrees 
Fahrenheit, leading to record- 
breaking weather events and 
temperature extremes, the 
report says. The global, long- 
term warming trend is “un- 
ambiguous,” it says, and 
there is “no convincing al- 
ternative explanation” that 
anything other than humans - 
the cars we drive, the power 
plants we operate, the forests 
we destroy - are to blame. 

The report was approved 
for release by the White 
House, but the findings come 
as the Trump administration 
is defending its climate 
change policies on several 
fronts. The United Nations 
convenes its annual climate 
change conference next week 
in Bonn, Germany, and the 
U.S. delegation is expected to 
face harsh criticism over 
President Donald Trump’s 
decision to walk away from 
the 195-nation Paris climate 
accord and top administration 
officials’ stated doubts about 
the causes and impacts of a 
warming planet. 

“This report has some very 
powerful, hard-hitting state- 
ments that are totally at odds 
with senior administration 
folks and at odds with their 
policies,” said Philip B. Duffy, 
president of the Woods Hole 
Research Center. “It begs the 
question, where are members 
of the administration getting 
their information from? 
They’re obviously not getting 
it from their own scientists.” 

While there were pockets of 
resistance to the report in the 
Trump administration, there 
was little appetite for a knock- 
down fight over climate 
change among Trump’s top 
advisers, who are intensely 
focused on passing a tax re- 
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FALL BACK 


Daylight saving time ends 
at 2 a.m. Sunday. Remem- 
ber to set your clocks back 
one hour before going to 


3 


bed tonight. 
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